
The Cairn Terrier Club “Cairn Day” Scotland 

CTC Cairn Day 

“Clan Cairn” News Cairns Day Out - Alva 

A few words from Helen Miller & her Pack 

Looking back on our 2015 Cairn Day 

Last year was the first time The Cairn Terrier Club had held the 
Cairn Day as a ‘stand alone’ event.  (Previously it had followed 
our Limited Show) and it proved to be an outstanding success 
with about 60 cairns and their owners congregating at the 
Cochrane Hall, Alva. Its success was largely due to the small 

army of people on the planning sub-committee who came up with 
ideas, followed them through and were there on the day to help. 
Thank you most sincerely one and all – a lot of hard work behind 
the scenes!  

Thanks too to our Judge, Linda Heiner who travelled all the way 
from California to be there (albeit tying it in with a holiday in 
Scotland). 

Looking forward to 2016 Cairn Day 

Following 2015’s success will be a hard act to follow, but plans are reasonably 
well advanced and a programme of events is being planned as you read this!  
Some much loved and popular events will be repeated, but there will also be 
some new ones to keep you guessing!  We cannot promise the wonderful 

weather of our Cairn Day in 2013, but we can promise you a happy day spent 
with other Cairn Owners and of course with ‘The Best Little Pals In The World’!  
Unfortunately, the person who had agreed to judge the 2016 Cairn Day has had 
to withdraw for health reasons but we hope she will be able to come on another 
occasion.  Helen Miller 

 

What you can expect at Cairn Day 2016 

 “Cairn Terrier Club” & “Cairn Rescue” Stalls & more … 

 Cairn Classes  

o Puppy Walk, Best Little Pal, Parade of Re-homed 

Cairns 

 Novelty Classes (all breeds welcome) 

o Fancy Dress, Best Tricks & more …. 

 Raffles, Displays & Activities for all 

 Visit our “Cairn Café” for refreshments and home baking. 

 

It’s in the News  

Read it Here 

Cairn Family Day, 

Cochrane Hall, Alva, 

Clackmannanshire  

FK12 5LJ 

Sunday 29 May 2016  

11am to 4pm 

Visit our Website www.thecairnterrierclub.co.uk to find 

out more about the Cairn & keep up to date with 

information. 

You will soon be able to join us on our Face book Group 

for Cairn Day News and more.  

http://www.thecairnterrierclub.co.uk/


2 
 

Cairn Day 2015  

A few words from our Judge (Alva 2015) 
 It was my immense pleasure to be invited to judge the CTC May 2015 Cairn 
Fun Day!    I was not expecting that so many Cairns would attend this event 
and I have never seen so many Cairns at a Fun Day in the U.S.   What 
immediately struck me was that all these Cairns were on leashes, hardly any in 

crates, and yet there were no disagreements or fights amongst the dogs.   
Everyone was on their best behavior and that included the exhibitors, their 
families and CTC members too!  Although many feared the weather would turn 
bad we were amazingly lucky to have the sky clear so that pictures could be 
taken outside and dogs could practice in the agility set up. 
  
I really enjoyed having so many re-homed and rescued dog entries.  It was especially gratifying to 

see the eagerness on the faces of the young children showing their dogs and see how proud they 
were to put them on the table and walk with them.  Everyone was clearly having a good time and I 
congratulate all the CTC members who put so much planning and work into it to make it such a 
memorable event.   From the smiles on the attendees it was a smashing success and I hope you 
repeat it each year!    

Linda Heiner, California (USA) 

A report from Dan (Cairns day out 2015)  

At the Cairns day out my dog Susie won an award for best sausage catcher 

and won reserve for best trick.  Susie was very naughty at the agility as she 

didn't want to do the jumps instead she went round them.  Susie’s brother 

Stanley won Best Little Pal.  It was very nice to see all the other dogs  and it 

was very well run.  Susie desperately needed a haircut so she wasn't looking 

her best but nobody noticed, well if they did they were too polite to say.   

There were some very nice things to buy and very good cakes but as usual the 

weather was cold  but the view from the park  was very nice.    

Dan and Susie Cairn 

“The Special one” Winner of the Oldest Rescue Cairn at the Cairn Day 

My name is Rowan, I am 11 years old, I was re-homed with Josie and Alastair five years ago.  I had 

to be found another home because my previous owner could no longer keep me, 

she was very sorry to part with me as she loved me very much but I do still see 

her from time to time and that is very good for both of us.  I am not a very 

confident dog but somehow this does not seem to be a drawback as most 

everyone I meet wants to make a fuss of me, which I enjoy very much.  

Something else I enjoy is going to Cairn Terrier Fun Day 

at Alva.  I get to meet lots of other dogs and I take part 

in the fun and games. I always enter the rescue dog 

parade where each rescue or re-homed Cairn takes a 

turn to walk around the hall with their new owners.  

This year the judge Linda who had come all the way from 

San Diego to see me brought a Cairn Terrier teapot to be 

given as a prize to the oldest rescue Cairn and guess 

what?  I only went and won it didn't I! 

Josie and Alastair have the teapot on display in pride of 

place right in the middle of their dining table, proof, if 

proof were needed that I am indeed 'the special one'!   

Josie & Rowan Cairn 
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CTC Cairn Day 2015 stories  

Support Dog Rona - About me 

I am 3 years old and I live on the Scottish coast.  My official name is 

Brenndarcy Rona by Skye but I prefer to be known as Rona.  I live with 

my human companion Kate.  My job is to look after Kate.  I am her 

exercise machine, I look after her and I am her constant companion.  

Enough of me for now, I will tell you my full story next time. 

My trip to Alva Cairns’ Day Out (Rona’s own words) 

The decision was made to hit the road and come to Alva for the great Clan Cairn gathering, 5 girls on 

tour, me and Kate (it is my job to look after her), Heather, my old Maiden Aunt, a Larchlea Lounge 

lizard and looks like a haystack, Emily, about to be a teenager and loves jelly fish and Louisa, who 

tries to keep us all in order and drives the Wagon. 

All journeys begin and end at The House of Bruar, if possible, for the loo 

in the field and free sausages, to be found under a silver hat by the 

butcher.  Not knowing there would be a sausage catching competition, 

Heather and I arrived stuffed, having had them for breakfast on the way.  

We spent the night in a hotel close by, where I discovered the blissful 

luxury of a double bed.  Making myself as comfortable as one can 

embedded in a mountain of cushions, fluffed up all around me.  I left just 

enough room for Kate who had to cling to the edge. 

Arriving at Alva, Kate, quaking in her shoes and me, 

equally anxious on my four paws, not knowing how 

she would behave, we peeped through the door, to 

our amazement there were cairns, cairns and more cairns, all shapes, sizes, ages 

and colours and a lovely welcome from Sybil Berrecloth and Helen Miller and 

other members of the Committee, who put the party together, a lot of time, a lot 

of organisation and Linda our lovely Judge, all the way from America who made 

everyone feel special.  For those who stayed to the end, everyone was a winner, 

going home with a certificate and at least one sausage in their tummies and if 

they were very very lucky a beautiful rosette as well.  A huge thank you for a 

happy, most memorable day, to those we met and those behind the scenes 

whose names we do not know, we cannot thank you enough.  

We seldom see cairns where we live.  There were the rat catcher cairns from Wick who always had 

their annual holiday here and there were the two who belonged to a Minister and his wife, none of 

these seen in recent times. 

For me, it was incredibly wonderful to have matched Holly, my perfect Pinetop predecessor, “The 

Queen of all Cairns”, she swept round a ring to win first prize in a veteran class, her only show.  I am 

a Princess, similar to Charlotte, however, my place is an old fisherman’s cottage without TV, the 

Internet, or any other civilised connection, not quite like Charlotte. 

My last job was to take Kate to Iona.  I hoovered up the crumbs all the way there and all the way 

back.  We went to two services in the Abbey, lit candles and prayed for all cairns everywhere.  I was 

very very good and we also went to the Bishop’s House.  Now I have a little halo and tiny wings, even 

though I did suggest we should be allowed to sit at the table, rather than underneath.  If no one is 

looking, one can of course but that is a story for another day.  My worst sin is stealing shoes, only 

one from each pair.  I’m a little bit like Fagin. 

With best wishes from Rona, “The Support Dog” thanks again for giving us a happy day.   
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Basil and Crystal Cairns at our Cairn Day 

 I thought you would like to know about my little Rescue Cairn Basil.  He is a sweet 

natured boy despite the life he led in a puppy farm.  He came to me with a bad case 

of gingivitis, which the Vet is still trying to bring under control but it doesn’t seem to 

crush his game little spirit.  He and my girl Cairn Crystal are 

inseparable.   I am sure they use telepathy because they do 

everything in sync.   I could set the clock now on their 

mealtimes and when they want to go out for walks.   Basil is 

always the first to let me know the time.  They have made 

friends with a neighbour’s Belgian Mastiff Bitch aged 2 years.  She is very gentle.  

It is funny watching them trying to sniff as they cannot reach that high.   

Basil and Crystal had fun at the Cairn Day and were not embarrassed one little 

bit in their fancy dress outfits, even though Basil’s boots kept coming off and his 

hat kept falling over his nose.  Ann C [Basil at Cairn Day with Ann’s daughter Louise] 

Hi folks, Basil here, I just thought I would write to give you my news.  My mum thinks she has 

got me well trained but it is the other way around.  I have learnt to tell the time.   I let her know 

when it is time for walks and dinner.   I get her out of bed in the morning, even when she wants a 

long lie-in.   I still have trouble with my mouth and the Vet had to remove another tooth recently.  

She is very nice to me and I see her regularly.    

We had a great day out at the Cairn Family Day at Alva 

(May 2015).  There were a lot more cairns and people there 

this year.  My sister Crystal won First Prize in the Fancy 

Dress.    She was dressed up as a Fairy.  I won Fourth 

prize.   I was dressed up as Puss in Boots.  There were lots 

of other Classes and Competitions.  Everyone had lots of fun.  

Hope to see you all next year. 

 

 Cairns on the move – Hamish, Suzy & their Pack 
You may remember seeing Hamish and Suzy at the 2015 Cairn Day.  These two dear little dogs are 

enjoying life to the full since they were re-homed by CTRF in 

June 2014 aged 10. 

 Haammiisshh  pprroouuddllyy  sshhoowwiinngg  ooffff  hhiiss  rroosseettttee  ffrroomm  

TThhee  22001155  CCTTCC  CCaaiirrnnss’’  DDaayy  OOuutt,,  sshhoowwiinngg  hhee  iiss  

ssttiillll  aa  WWiinnnneerr  aanndd  wwiitthh  hhiiss  ppaacckk  ooff  tteerrrriieerrss  

rreellaaxxiinngg  aatt  hhoommee..  
 

Adopting an older Cairn for many people is not an option they wish to consider.  They usually want 

a younger one, maybe up to 5 years old, they say.  This is a missed opportunity in my opinion, as an 

older Cairn still has a life to live and companionship to give to a potential new owner.  In addition, a 

wise older cairn thinks he/she is still 2 years old in a slightly more mature body.  There is no such 

thing as an old cairn as far as they are concerned.   

To be able to rescue an older cairn in need, who does not understand why 

he/she no longer has a home is so satisfying.  To be in a position to give 

comfort, security, reassurance and love and have that love returned as 

your bond builds, is so rewarding.  If you want to Rescue a Cairn then Age 

does not matter.  Please Think again, of the enjoyment of sharing your 

home, with a darling older cairn.   It’s all about quality of life and the 

rewards are immeasurable.    Frances 
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Now read Hamish and Suzy’s story of their big adventure move …. 

Do you think that if you are about to move house then you can't 

rescue an older dog? 
 

Think again! 
We have seven rescue dogs, four of whom are Cairns.  Hamish 

and Suzy are both 11 yr old CTRF doggies and are pictured 

on the right.  Suzy was extremely nervous when we got her and 

as you can see, she seemed to be quite relaxed even when the 

removals lorry was imminent.  Hamish is hiding just in the 

picture and as he is blind was a little more perturbed as his radar 

was out of sync with the new furniture layout.  All our other dogs 

have moved once before with us so were able to calm these two 

down in the run up to the big day. 

On arrival at their new home, everyone piled in as though they'd been 

there before. They particularly revelled in their new garden.  Nice and 

Terrier proof with fencing all around.  It is terraced with three flights of 

steps up to the top level.  Even Hamish has ventured up there! Here he is 

with Fudge (5) our youngest and cheekiest cairn and Daisy(6) our Westie. 

Also in the garden is an old apple tree that 

this year seems to have produced an awful lot 

of fruit. Needless to say, all that can get to 

the bottom of it, do so and then go daft at 

the thought of free illicit food.  Until they are spotted that is. 

Here is Suzy caught in the act! Even Hamish has 

made it round to that corner. 

We think the mild weather and climate and the wonderful variety of walks has 

helped them all acclimatise.  Beach walks at Findhorn and forest walks in Culbin 

Forest seem to be the favourite. 

All have been registered at their new very helpful and professional vets, all their 

micro chips have been updated and all have shiny new dog discs to tinkle away 

on their way round the walks. 

Fudge didn't take long to cotton on that lurking under his favourite throw was 

a brand new cream sofa overlooking his new domain. Best vantage point in the 

house to spot any feline trespassing.  However as you can see, he much 

prefers the colour of the sofa underneath to the throw on top!  

Suzy was previously so timid even the sight of a camera or phone in hand sent her 

scurrying away from any photo opportunity, however this morning she granted us 

this pose! 

Proof that older dogs can embrace big changes and new adventures even 

with a disability like blindness.  Angus, Katie and the doggies 

  

Hamish 
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Report from Sybil (our ‘Greeter’) on Cairn Day 2015 

A great time was had by all – at the Cairn day 2015. I was not involved in 
the planning but was there as the ‘Greeter’ (as in welcome, not weep!). 
So lovely to see so many Cairns and their owners taking part in 
everything and I was especially pleased to meet up with four of my 2014 
litter – Gracie (Dawson), Susie (Chester), Stanley (Liddle) and Murdo 

(Colman). Stanley did very well – winning best in the ‘breed’ classes. 

The ladies who organised the day are to be congratulated on a very 
successful event. If there were any problems they certainly weren’t apparent – like swans, no frantic 
paddling obvious. Great variety of competitions and fun and nary a cross word among the Cairns – 
which was quite amazing as we all know the little darlings can be feisty at times and most were 
strangers to each other. The owners seemed to be pretty friendly too. Here’s to the 2016 event.    

Sybil Berrecloth 

Income and Expenses 2015 Cairn Day 
We would like to thank everyone who came along to our CTC Cairn Day for making it so successful.  

Your generosity was staggering.  With the money raised we were able to give a donation to CTRF for 

Cairns who are less fortunate and to the Cairn Health Group, towards subsidising sessions for eye 

tests.  In addition, we were able to pay the expenses for the day and put money towards payment of 

the hall in 2016.  We were able to keep the expenses down because of the kind donations from 

people and the efforts of the “Cairn Day Team” on the day who worked tirelessly to make it work. 

Our Cairn Rescue specific Stalls, Pin the tail on the Cairn, lucky dip, special raffle of “what a cairn 

needs on holiday” and the “Name the Cairn” competition with the lovely cushion donated by Suz Cape 

raised £310.00 to which the Cairn Club donated £100.00 giving us a total of £410.00 for Rescue. 

See the breakdown of allocation of funds raised.  Thank you all for making the day a success by being 

there.   Frances 

Funds raised on the day and expenses 

Cairn Rescue specific allocation on the day: Money sent to CTRF 

Cairn Rescue Stalls, special raffles, lucky dip etc all money to CTRF £310.00 

Money donated from the Cairn Terrier Club to Cairn Rescue CTRF** £100.00 

Total money to CTRF: £410.00 

Cairn Terrier Club: Cairn Day Income & Expenses  

Total Income (raffle, door donations, cake raffle, competitions, dog classes) £698.00 

Total Expenses:(Cost of hall, Insurance, Catering, Rosettes etc) £356.00 

Funds raised from the day £342.00 

Allocation of Cairn Terrier Club funds raised  

The Cairn Terrier Club 
Cairn Day: Breakdown 

of allocation of money 
raised 

Put towards hire of Hall for Cairn Day 2016 £142.00 

Donation to Health Group * £100.00 

Donation to Cairn Rescue** £100.00 

Total: £342.00 
*Cairn Terrier Health Group - £100 given towards subsidising cost of Eye Testing for Cairns 

The Cairn Terrier Club is host to “The Cairn Day” 

Remember:   Please make sure you give us your up to date personal details including email address 

to ensure we can keep you up to date with what is happening in the  

“Cairn World”. 
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In memory of Suzanne Cape  

'Suz Cape had a heart of gold, especially where dogs were concerned.  Every 

day she shared any FaceBook posts concerning lost dogs or those needing 

adoption and was particularly devoted to her own little Cairn ‘Archie.' 

 

She was a very talented lady, making the most beautiful things.  Some of 

you will know her from “The Crafty Cairn”.   With every sale she made, she 

gave a donation to CTRF.  

When Suz found out we were running our 

Cairn Day in Scotland at Alva in May 

2015 she immediately offered to donate a cushion.   

True to her word a cushion arrived from Suz with a little note inside 

wishing us well on the day.  The 

cushion was the special prize for 

“Name the Cairn” competition on 

our CTRF Stall.  Needless to say 

the winning name was “Archie”. 

Suz loved life and was much loved by everyone who came in contact 

with her.  

Suz died suddenly on 27 May 2015. The world has lost a 

wonderful person far too soon. 

For those who might be interested, Cairn people will be walking in 

“The Great North Dog Walk 2016” for Cairn Rescue in memory of 

Suz.  For more information contact Chris Roberts at Cairn Rescue. 

Visit http://www.greatnorthdogwalk.co.uk/page1.php to find out more about the Event. 

 

Cairn Rescue (CTRF)  
For more information about Cairn Rescue contact Helen Miller, Scottish Trustee.  

Become a “Friend of CTRF” and you will receive a yearly Newsletter. Follow Cairn 

Rescue on the Website and Facebook.  In addition, if you feel you can help more 

with Fundraising, Fostering or Transport please contact your local area Trustee.  If 

you would like to adopt a Cairn Terrier please contact the Trustee in your Area to 

discuss. For Scotland and North of England Contact: Helen Miller 

Tel: 0131 449 4470. Visit CTRF Website: http://www.cairn-rescue.co.uk/ 

For more Scottish Rescue stories visit CTC website www.thecairnterrierclub.co.uk and go to our 

“Cairn Rescue” page. 

Fish Treat sensation 
Ingredients: 1x 200g tin of tuna or salmon in oil, 1 egg (beaten), 100g flour 

Method: 

Preheat the oven to 180oC (gas 4). Lightly grease a baking sheet. 

Empty the fish and its oil into a bowl and flake with a fork. Add the beaten egg and stir well to 

combine.  Add the flour and mix together so that you have a lumpy dough. You can either roll out the 

dough and cut up into small squares, or roll into little balls. 

Place the shapes onto the baking sheet and bake in the oven for 20 minutes until golden brown and 

cooked through.  Once cooled, you can store them in a container in the fridge for up to 2 weeks. 

  

http://www.greatnorthdogwalk.co.uk/page1.php
http://www.cairn-rescue.co.uk/
http://www.thecairnterrierclub.co.uk/
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